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“Shoebill & friends”- Highlights of Ornithology in Uganda 
20 days/ 19 nights 

 

Day 1   Arrival-Hotel in Entebbe 
 

On arrival at Entebbe International Airport you will meet Topi Tours driver guide 
who will take you for dinner and overnight at a lodge, guesthouse or hotel 
 

 

Day 2   Botanical Garden and Mabamba Wetland 
 

After an early breakfast, you will start birding around the botanical gardens.   
Look out for Slender-billed weaver, Brown-throated weaver, Golden-backed weaver, 
Yellow-backed weaver,  Orange weaver, Grey-headed gull, Long-tailed cormorant, 
Common stucco heron, Yellow-billed duck, Pied kingfisher, Giant kingfisher, Swamp 
flycatcher, Broad-billed roller, Splendid glossy starling, Black headed gonolek, 
Verreaux's eagle-owl, Red-cheated sunbird, Ross's turaco, Pied hornbill, crowned 
Hornbill,  Black and white casqued hornbill, Open-billed stork, Great reed warbler, 
Sedge warbler, Grey-capped warbler and many others.   
 
After lunch at the hotel proceed for Manama Swamp and board the canoe for the 
best tour of the swamp.  You can find the Shoebill Stork, Swamp Flycatcher, Purple 
Swampen, African Water Rail, Common moorhen, Lesser Jacana, African Jacana, 
African Pygmy-goose, White-faced Whistling-duck, Stucco Heron, Goliath Heron, 
Black Crake and many more birds. 
 

Day 3   Entebbe- Masindi  
 

After breakfast drive to Masindi Town via Nakasongola Rhinos, one of the main 
birding sanctuaries in Uganda.   
After Rhino trekking drive for lunch in Masindi town, go for afternoon and 
evening birding and look out for the White-crested turaco, Ross's turaco, White-
crested helmet-shrike, Bat hawk, Black-shouldered nightjar, White-crested turaco, 
Crowned eagle and African wood-owl.  
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Day 4   

 
 
 
Masindi- Budongo Forest and Royal malls 
 

Early breakfast start birding. 
Arriving in Budonga go for afternoon and evening birding and look out for the 
White-crested turaco, Ross's turaco, White-crested helmet-shrike, Bat hawk, Black-
shouldered nightjar, White-crested turaco, Crowned eagle and African wood-owl, to 
look for the rare Nahan's francolin, Banded Snake-eagle, African pied hornbill, 
Brown-backed scrub-robin, Black bishop, Brown twinsport, Black-bellied fire finch, 
Chocolate-backed kingfisher, White-tithed hornbill, Yellow-billed barbet, Spotted 
greenbelt, Cameroon sombre greenbelt, Slender-billed greenbelt, Black-capped, 
Apalis, Lemon-bellied crumbed, Green hilda, Pale-breasted Illadopsis, Forest 
flycatcher, Fire-crested alethe, Yellow long bill, Yellow-browed camaroptera, 
Crowned eagle, Yellow-footed flycatcher, African dwarf kingfisher.   
Packed lunch.  
 

 

Day 5 Budongo Forest-  Murchison Fall Nationalpark (MFNP) 
 

Take breakfast and embark on a game drive in search for species such as Chestnut 
capped weaver, Silver bird, Common drongo, Spotted morning thrush, Bruce's green 
pigeon, Namaqua dove,  White fronted black chat, Black billed dove, Vinaceous 
dove, Carmine bee-eater, Red throated, Swallow tailed bee-eater, Isabelline and 
Northern wheatears, Shoebills, Saddle bill,  and Grey crowned cranes.  
 
 

 

Day 6   MFNP 
 

Earning morning breakfast, you will have a spectacular game viewing!  This is a 
beautiful drive a cross savannah, Borassus Palm Forest grassland down to Lake 
Albert where the Albert Nile heads to the north. Drive in the open savanna in 
search for mammals like lions, buffalos, elephants, Jackson Hartebeest, Oribi and 
enjoy spotting various birds species, Black chested snake-eagle, Tawny and Marshal 
eagle, Carmine bee eaters and many more birds. In the afternoon, go for the boat 
cruise up to the falls and hike to the falls. The Nile squeezes through a 7 meter 
gap and at the bottom bask huge Nile crocodiles 
 

 

Day 7   
 

MFNP- Kibale Forest National Park 
 

Early morning breast and transfer to Kibale NP while birding on the en-route. 
Red winged francolin, Red chested  fluff tail, White napped pigeon, African pita, 
white-napped pigeon, Joyful green bull, Grey winged pigeon, Abyssinian ground 
thrush, Grey throated fly catcher, White bellied crested flycatcher masker, Uganda 
woodland warbler, Chestnut- winged, Scaly francolin, Marsh charger, Black  bellied 
seed cracker, Green backed twin spot, Bi-colored manikin, White- napped pigeon, 
Afed pigeon, Marine’s trogon, Joyful green bull, Olive long tailed cuckoo, Black bee- 
eater. The bird list counts about 335 species. 
 

 

Day 8   Kibale-Chimps-Tracking 
 

After breakfast we will do our half-day hike to look for chimpanzees. 
Among other birds you find in Kibale Forest National Park the Scaly francolin, 
Marsh tchagra, Black-bellied seed cracker, Green-backed twinspot, Bi-coloured 
mannikin, White-nipped pigeon, Afep pigeon, Narina's trogon, Joyful greenbelt, 
Olive long-tailed cuckoo, Black bee-eater and many others.  
A nature walk at Bigodi Wetland ecotourist site in the afternoon is 
rewarding.  This is home to Blue-headed council, Blue-breasted kingfisher, Scaly-
throated honey guide and Black-faced rufus warbler.  
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Day 9/10 Kibale -Semuliki NP 
 

From Fort Portal drive to Semuliki National Park, one of the top destination for 
birding in Uganda.  The forest along river Semuliki is home to Spot-breasted Ibis, 
Northern bearded scrub-robin, Capuchin babbler, Lyre-tailed honey guide and 
several species of hornbills, Black-winged oriole, Red-eyed puff back, Crested and 
red-bellied marimba, Brown-crowned fremomela, Sinker’s honey guide. 
We will stay 2 days in the Park and sleep in  Bandas at the Park headquarter. 
 

 

Day 11   Semuliki NP -Queen Elizabeth National Park  
 

Here in the park we can spot birds like, Spot-breasted Ibis, Northern Bearded Scrub-
robin, shoe bill stork, Capuchin babbler, Lyre-tailed honey guide, Yellow-throated 
green cuckoo, White-bellied kingfisher, Maxwell’s black weaver, Black-winged oriole, 
Red-eyed puff back, Crested and red-bellied marimba, Brown-crowned fremomela, 
Sinker’s Honey guide and African pacolet. 
  

Day 12   QENP 
 

Today you will have the most excellent time for game-viewing in the early 
morning. After the game drive. We continue our tour after lunch with a launch 
trip on the Kazinga Channel where the concentration of water birds like 
flamingoes, African skimmer, white winged warbler, papyrus Gondola, black beef 
eater, Red-necked falcon, Black-billed barbet, Leaf-love, Black-chinned quail-finch, 
African pygmy-goose, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Lesser swamp-warbler, white-headed 
barbet and amazing photographs.  
The launch trip takes 3 hours.  
 

 

Day 13   QENP- Ishasha and Bwindi NP 
 

After early breakfast, you start birding early morning in the open savannah for 
birds like the Temminck's courser, Martial eagle, Rupell's griffon vulture, African 
skimmer, White winged warbler, Papyrus gondola, Black beef eater, Red-necked 
falcon, Black-billed barbet, Leaf-love, Black-chinned quail-finch, African pygmy-
goose, Blue-breasted bee-eater, Lesser Swamp-warbler proceed to Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park.  
 

 

Day 14   Bwindi Gorilla Trekking 
 

Bwindi Impenetrable NP is a natural world heritage site. Hikers will love it, with 
the gorilla trekking as a high point of your safari! 
Gorilla Trekking is unpredictable. It’s difficult to foresee how many hours you will 
hike. The gorilla excursion can take from 2-6 hours.  
Expect to walk along Distance in the steeps and muddy condition, sometime with 
rain overhead before you encounter the gorillas. For conservation purposes, the 
time spent with the gorillas is limited to one hour.  A ranger guide will brief you 
on how to behave with the gorilla. After trekking, back to the lodge (optional) 
take a community walks to the pygmies. 
 

 

Day 15 Bwindi Impenetrable National Forest  
 

In the early morning you can hear the songs of the Snowy-capped Robin-chat, 
Lender’s Bush-shrike and the Grey-capped Warbler while having breakfast.  You 
will spend the whole day birding in Bwindi Forest, one of the most exciting 
ecosystems in Africa for the meditation of biodiversity.  Over 350 bird species are 
recorded.   
These include Red-throated alethe, Equatorial akalat, Grey-throated barbet, Black 
bee-eater, Forest robin, Montane oriole, Hairy-breasted barbet, Pale-breasted 
Illadopsis, Petite’s cuckoo shrike, Black-faced rufus warbler and many more.   
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Day 16/17 Southern Bwindi Forest  
 

After breakfast you go for birding in this productive area.  Birding to the Ruhija 
Swamp is very productive.  One has to be prepared to walk on steep mountain 
tracks.  You drop from about 2. 400m to 2.620m above sea level.  Birding in the 
bamboo zone is good for the Handsome francolin, Archer's robin-chat, Stripe-
breasted tit, Purple-breasted sunbird, Mountain greenbelt, Waller's chestnut-winged 
Starling, Dusky crimson wing, Mountain Illadopsis and Mountain yellow warbler.  
 

 

Day 18   Ruhija forest -Lake Mburo NP 
 

White-starred robin, Grey cuckoo shrike, Strange weaver, Banded perinea, Brown-
cheated alethe, Slender-billed greenbelt, Yellow-streaked green bull, White-browed 
crumbed, Mountain Illadopsis, Lender’s bush-shrike, Grey-green bush-shrike.  
Transfer to Lake Mburo 
 

 
Day 19  Lake Mburo NP 

 

After breakfast, enjoying birding in the swampy area and a boat ride on Lake 
Mburo.  You will hear the songs of Morning dove, Dideric cuckoo, Grey-capped 
warbler, Black-headed weaver and Ring-necked dove.  Among others you will go 
searching for Brown-cheated lapwing, Lilac-breasted roller, Black-bellied bustard, 
Helmeted guinea fowl, Coquina francolin, Rufus-napped lark plus many raptors.  

 
Day 20   Lake Mburo NP - Kampala/Entebbe 

 

After breakfast, enjoying birding in the swampy area on Lake Mburo NP. 
In the evening transfer to Kampala/Entebbe for dinner and overnight or transfer 
to Entebbe Airport. 
 

  

 

ENQUIRE ON THE TARIFFS 
The tariff includes: 

 Accommodation on full board bases. 
 Transportation in 4x4 vehicle with pop up roof. 
 An experienced English speaking Guide. 
 Games drive fees and Administration fees. 
 All Entrance fees and Government tax. 
 Mineral water  
 Fuel 
 Transport from and to the Airport. 
 Gorilla permit (1) and Chimpanzee permit (1) 
 Boat cruises (3) 

 
Excludes 

 Air ticket to Uganda 
 Fee for visa 
 other drinks 
 tips 
 souvenirs  
 any other personal expenses   
 any other activities not included in the intinerary 
 personal insurance  

 

 

 


